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dent of the Republic and chief of the Liberals, he was for
Juarez, and he had no doubt that at a fair election Juarez
would have a majority of the people on his side.

My remark that, according to what Calderon Collantes
had told me, the three powers were not in favor of calling a
constituent Congress or taking a vote of the people, seemed to
surprise and even to amuse him. He gave me to understand
that he did not care very much what his government might
think of it, and that, as he was the political as well as the mili-
tary head of the expedition, he would act as he thought best.
He had been a Liberal all his life, and he would be as true to
his principles in Mexico as he had been in Spain. He would
not have accepted the command of the expedition if he were
not permitted to play a generous and disinterested part in the
business. I informed the General of the offer of mediation
made by the United States through me to the Spanish Gov-
ernment, which might prevent great difficulties and compli-
cations, but had not been accepted by Calderon Collantes
because Spain was bound by the tripartite agreement. Prim
received the idea with effusive warmth. Nothing could please
him more than to operate in good understanding with the
United States. The great American Republic had his hearty
sympathy. He loved her institutions and her people; and if her
government could and would do anything to bring about a sat-
isfactory solution of the Mexican troubles, he would meet it in a
corresponding spirit. It was his object to do what might be
best for the liberty and independence of the Mexican people,
and he would be obliged to me for informing my government
of what he had said. This I did with appropriate comments,
and the suggestion that, if the Government of the United
States despatched a naval vessel to the Mexican waters for the
purpose of protecting American interests, a diplomatic agent
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